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Contribution of Women Leaders for Social
Reformation

Reformation refers to eradication of some
evil social practices which are deep rooted in the
society for countries. These practices are of
great hindrance to the development of the
country.

To achieve the above not only men but
also women have contributed a lot. Among the
women reformers some of them are worth
mentioning.

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy

Tamil Nadu was the forerunner in the
transformation of society. In the great cultured
heritage of Tamil Nadu there are some black
spots often found and removed. One such a
black spot was ‘Devadasi System’. One of the
important leaders who fought vigorously against
this system was Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy.

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy was born on 30"
July, 1886 in Pudukottai. She was the first
woman in India to get a degree in medicine. In
1923 her sister died of cancer. On that day she
took a vow to eradicate cancer. So she started
Cancer Relief Hospital in 1949. The Cancer
Institute at Adhar was started due to her good
efforts. Our first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru laid the foundation for that Institute.

She was not only interested in medicine
but also in politics and social reforms. She
dedicated herself to the cause of removing the
cruel practice Devadasi system from Tamil Nadu.

She was personally praised by Gandhji for
her active propaganda against Devadasi System.

Appreciating her role in the agitation
against Devadasi System she was nominated to
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Council in 1929. She
was Vehemently supported in her efforts by Thiru
V Kalyana Sundaranar and Periyar. As a result
the Justice Party Government enacted a law
abolishing Devadasi System.
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In 1930, she organized All India Women
Conference at Pune. She was the President of
Indian Women Association from 1933 to 1947.
She also started Avvai lllam an orphanage at
Santhome in Madras (Now at Adyar).
Dr.Muthulakshmi Reddy, through her dedicated
and untiring work proved the world, hardwork
never fails. She passed away in 1968 at the age
of 82.
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