Moovalur Ramamirdham

Most of the women revolutionaries of the
early 20th century dedicated themselves to the
cause of freedom of our nation. Only a few
revolutionaries along fought for the causes of
both freedom and social reforms. Among them
Moovalur Ramamirdham Ammaiyar was most
important. She was born in 1883 in Thiruvarur
but was brought up in Moovalur, a village near
Mayiladuthurai. Hence, she was commonly
known as Moovalur Ramamirdham Ammaiyar.
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She belonged to Isai Vellalr caste. In
olden days girls belonging to this particular caste
were sacrificed to temples to do Service to God.
Later they was they were Illtreated and
humiliated by the landlords and zamindars in the
name of Caste.

On seeing this atrocities and cruelties,
Moovalur Ramamirdham decided to fight for their
emancipation.

She travelled all over the country and
spoke about the miseries of her own girls and
won the support of many leaders.

She joined the Indian National Party and
organized the conference of lasi Vellalar at
Mayiladudurai in 1925. This conference was
attended by many great leaders like Thiru-Vi-Ka.
Periyar, = S.Ramanathan and Mayuramani
Chinnaiah Pillai who raised slogan against cruel
practice of Devadhasis. As a result the
Government passed “Dr. Muthu Ilakshmi
Devadasi Abolition Act”.

Along with the social work she actively
involved in the National Movement. She inspired
women to take part in the National Movement on
a large scale. With the continuous moral support
by Rajaji, Periyar and Thiru.Vi.Ka she brought
our awareness against Devadasi system and
national awakening among the people of Tamil
Nadu especially on women.

In her memory, the Government of Tamil
Nadu has instituted the “‘Moovalur
Ramamirtham Ammal Ninaivu Marriage
Assistance Scheme” a social welfare scheme to
provide financial assistance to poor women.
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After seeing her dream became
true. She passed away on 27" June
1962. www.tnpscthervuthunaivan.com/

The tradition bound Tamil society
was still clinging to the old values. The
widows were still forbidden from
participating in auspicious and social
functions, inspite of the fact that the
Widow Remarriage Act was passed in
1856. The forward and progressive
social policies adopted by the Justice
Party and the Self Respect Movement
in the 20" century supported by
legislative measures, led to the
acceptance of the widow remarriage
conceptin Tamil Nadu. The abolition of
sati and the acceptance of an widow
remarriage and the steps to prevent
child marriages were note worthy
landmarks in the history of Tamil Nadu.

Caste inequality was another
significant short coming of the Tamil
Society. Temple Entry Movement could
be cited as a suitable illustration.

Temples were once the
monopoly of the upper caste where as
the low caste people were denied the
right to enter the temple. Many social
reformers like E.V.Ramasamy,
Dr.Muthulakshmi Reddy, Vallalar,
Bharathi, Bharathidasan, Moovalur
Ramamirthammal, Dr.S. Dharmambal
fought for the eradication of these
social evils. Thus women also
contributed a lot for the social
transformation in Tamil Nadu. History
will not forget their selfless service.
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